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Why research?
Bowel cancer is the fourth most common cancer in the UK and second biggest cause of 
cancer deaths. However, it shouldn’t be. 

The disease is preventable, treatable and curable, and there have been major advances 
in treatments and bowel cancer screening programmes in recent years.

Despite this, only half of the 41,900 people diagnosed with bowel cancer each year will 
survive for five years or more. For people diagnosed at the latest stage of the disease, this 
falls to less than one in ten.

Lives can be saved if we could diagnose people earlier, develop new and more effective 
treatments (including improvements to surgery), and ensure people, irrespective of where 
they live, have access to high quality care.

The major advances in saving lives from bowel cancer in the past 20 years have all come 
through research. Through strategic investment in targeted research, we will deliver
improvements in bowel cancer survival in our lifetime. Yet until now there has not been a 
major charity in the UK specifically focused on funding research into bowel cancer. 

Bowel Cancer UK is perfectly placed to become the leading bowel cancer research 
charity, dedicated to stopping bowel cancer. We already know many of the reasons why 
people continue to die of bowel cancer and our expanded policy and research 
programme will be focused on addressing these issues specifically.   

We will also act as a catalyst for change, encouraging others to join with us in seeking 
solutions that directly lead to a dramatic reduction in mortality and improvements in 
quality and length of life where cure is not possible.  

Our ambition is to transform survival rates, from only 1 in every 2 people surviving 
over 5 years, to 3 out of 4 people surviving bowel cancer by 2025.

Why us?
For almost 30 years Bowel Cancer UK has been determined to save lives and improve the 
quality of life for all those affected by bowel cancer. We do this by:

•	 Supporting and influencing research
•	 Educating patients, the public and professionals about the disease
•	 Campaigning for early diagnosis and the best treatment and care for those affected
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We intend to carry on this vital work while also building on our strengths to become the
much-needed research-focused charity that people with bowel cancer and their families 
deserve. We have consulted widely about moving into research and had overwhelming 
support from the UK’s leading scientific and medical advisors, opinion formers and 
industry partners.

Our policy, research, and campaigning work is already extremely well-regarded by key 
policy makers, clinicians and thought-leaders.  As an extension to our policy work we 
have already played an instrumental role in a number of ground-breaking research 
projects, for example:

•	

•	

We have partnerships in place with the leading global colorectal cancer charities and 
our policy campaigns are being emulated across the world.  For example, our Never Too 
Young campaign, which aims to improve the diagnosis, treatment and care of younger 
bowel cancer patients, has already been replicated in the USA and Australia and is now 
being adopted in Canada and other parts of Europe. We are already working closely with 
Colon Cancer Alliance in the USA, Bowel Cancer Australia and Colon Cancer Association 
of Canada on the campaign and plan to commission and share research in this area. 

We have close relationships with leading scientists and clinicians from other countries 
which is important as it opens up opportunities for learning and international 
collaboration on research.
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We championed the creation of and gained funding for a cutting 
edge research project led by two of the UK’s leading academic 
GPs, Willie Hamilton, Professor of Primary Care Diagnostics at the 
University of Exeter Medical School and Greg Rubin, Professor of 
General Practice and Primary Care at Durham University, to speed 
up the diagnosis of younger bowel cancer patients as part of our 
successful Never Too Young campaign.  The research project is 
currently reviewing the presenting symptoms of people under 50 
with bowel cancer or a bowel disease in order to develop a risk 
assessment tool. This tool will be used by GPs to determine who 
should be referred through for a diagnostic test, as this group 
frequently experiences delays.

We are on the Steering Group of the Genomics England Clinical 
nterpretation Partnership for bowel cancer.  This partnership will 
analyse data from the 100,000 Genomes Project to improve 
diagnosis and treatment of bowel cancer. The Steering Group also 
includes four of Bowel Cancer UK’s Medical Advisory Board: Dr Tim 
Iveson, Professor Dion Morton, Professor Ian Tomlinson and 
Professor Richard Wilson.



How we are going to make a difference 

In our first year as a research charity we’ve chosen four key areas to focus on:

•	 Investigating	the	gaps	in	bowel	cancer	research
•	 Understanding	bowel	cancer	in	younger	people
•	 Improving	surgery	for	bowel	cancer	patients
•	 Putting	patients	at	the	heart	of	research	

Investigating	the	gaps	in	bowel	cancer	research
 
Over a year-long project, we will partner with 70 of the leading bowel cancer scientists 
and clinicians across the UK to debate and discover what gaps in research, if filled, 
would make the most impact on the lives of people with bowel cancer. This project will 
look across the pathway from prevention and risk to treatment for advanced bowel 
cancer. The outcome will be made available to researchers globally to help them 
prioritise their research focus.   

We will use the findings of this project to develop a long-term research strategy for Bowel 
Cancer UK, ensuring we support research areas of unmet need and that our research 
strives to make the greatest impact on improving patient outcomes.

Our five-year research strategy will be launched during Winter 2016/2017.

Understanding bowel cancer in younger people 

In the UK 2,100 younger people are diagnosed with bowel cancer each year, the majority 
with advanced disease.  Our Never Too Young campaign highlighted one of the reasons 
for this is there are serious delays in bowel cancer diagnosis in people under 50.

We know that research is desperately needed to understand more about people at 
higher risk of bowel cancer. We will invest in research that allows us to better identify 
people with hereditary and other risk factors that put them at higher risk of the disease. 
For example, we want to fast-track research into understanding which people with a 
strong family history of bowel cancer, but not a known genetic condition, are at increased 
risk so we can prevent and detect worrying changes early.   

Improving	surgery	and	access	to	clinical	trials	for	bowel	cancer	patients

The most common bowel cancer treatment is surgery, yet only five per cent of clinical 
trials in the UK are focused on surgery. We want to ensure all bowel cancer patients have 
access to clinical trials and receive the best possible surgical treatment. 
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We aim to partner with the Royal College of Surgeons to support Surgical Research 
Fellowships and a Surgical Research Chair to help develop:

•	 New	and	innovative	surgical	treatments	for	bowel	cancer	
•	 Partnerships	to	increase	the	number	of	surgical	clinical	trials	for	bowel	cancer	

patients in the UK
•	 Strategies	to	recruit	more	patients	into	existing	clinical	trials

Putting	patients	at	the	heart	of	research

We	want	to	ensure	that	people	with	bowel	cancer	and	their	families	have	a	say	in	the	
work	we	do,	including	the	research	we	support,	and	are	able	to	influence	new	research	
projects and clinical trials as they develop. 

Over	the	next	year	we’ll	develop	a	Patient	and	Public	Involvement	(PPI)	strategy	and	
training	programme,	by	drawing	on	existing	resources	and	good	practice	in	PPI	to	
develop a strong network of patient advocates. 

Our	PPI	strategy	will	launch	alongside	our	research	strategy	during	Winter	2016/17.	

Interested	in	finding	out	more?
Visit us at bowelcanceruk.org.uk
Call us on 020 7940 1760

Join in the conversation
       @Bowel_Cancer_UK
         /charitybcuk 

To	help	us	fund	vital	research	into	bowel	cancer,	donate	by	visiting:	
bowelcancer.org.uk/donate	

Bowel	Cancer	UK	Head	Office:	
Wilcox	House,	140-148	Borough	High	Street,	London	SE1	1LB
Bowel	Cancer	UK	in	Scotland:	
20	Queen	Street,	Edinburgh	EH2	1JX

Registered	charity	number	1071038	(England	&	Wales)	and	SC040914	(Scotland)	and	a	company	limited	by	guarantee	number	

3409832
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